GPO Participants

Any CHCA Owner may participate in the CHCA Group Purchasing Program.
· Full GPO Participant is defined as any CHCA Owner that participates in the CHCA group purchasing program which includes utilization of CHCA contracts and contracts available through CHCA’s group purchasing partner, currently Premier.  Each Full GPO Participant will pay to CHCA the annual fee (currently $20,000) to participate in the program, and each is required to adhere to the commitment and compliance policies of both CHCA and CHCA’s group purchasing partner.  

· Restricted GPO Participant is defined as any CHCA Owner that participates only in CHCA group purchasing contracts.  Restricted GPO Participants do not have access to contracts available through CHCA’s group purchasing partner, currently Premier.  Restricted GPO Participants shall pay an annual fee to access CHCA contracts.
All Owners participating as a Full GPO Participant or as a Restricted GPO Participant are required to maintain a current, signed CHCA Group Purchasing Services Agreement.

Group Purchasing Services (GPS) Services and Activities

GPS Services and Activities shall be defined as any service or activity that is conducted for the benefit of CHCA GPO Participants.  These activities and services may include, but are not limited to, forum meetings, list servers, conference calls, and GPS related research and development activities (e.g. GHX funding).  The Materials Management Forum Executive Committee shall determine whether a service or activity is included as a GPS Service and Activity. 

The Materials Management Forum recommended, and the GPS Advisory Council approved the following:  
Only Full GPO Participants may participate in GPS Services and Activities.  Any Restricted GPO Participant which is owned by another healthcare system currently participating in GPS Services and Activities may continue to do so by paying the Full GPO Participant fee (Grandfathered Owner).  If a Grandfathered Owner withdraws and discontinues fee payment, they will lose their grandfathered status and may not participate in GPS Services and Activities unless they become a Full GPO Participant.
Rationale regarding Grandfathered Owners: Several Owners have been acquired by other health systems and do not have the authority to independently make their own purchasing decision. 
